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The Middle East and North Africa: ..
How similar?

A 22 countries
A Share similar language (Arabic in the majority)
A Share very similar cultural norms based on religious/spiritual beliefs

I governing family roles and tiesmfluencing both women and the
aged

A Some geographical coherence with sgrioups
I Arab Asia (Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria, Yemen)

I Gulf Cooperation Council (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates)

I North Africa (Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt
Sudan, Somalia, Djibouti, Comoros)



The Middle East and North Africa: ..

How different?

A Huge variability in:
I Poverty and per capita income
I Population size
I Literacy and unemployment rates
I Migration, geographical mobility, e@sidency
arrangements and other soceconomic and socto
demographic characteristics
A While all experience some forms of demographic and
nuptiality transition
I Fertility: some at or near replacement levels, in others high
fertility rates persist

I At different tempo and stage of transition



Demographic changes.. What do we
mean?

A Population changes:
I Fertility
A Crude Birth Rate: the number of live births occurring during
the year, per 1,000 population estimated at midyear

A Total Fertility Rate: is the average number of children that
would be born to a woman over her lifetime

I Mortality

A Crude Death Ratéhe number of deaths occurring during
the year, per 1,000 population estimated at midyear

I Migration (in, out and net migration)
I Life expectancy (tthealth years of life expectancy)
A Population structure includiniuptiality patterns



THE DEMOGRAPHIC TRANSITION MODEL
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Demographic transition

ATheWT A NBE U Q trRaBSsitiéh ThadryliSsupapsed
to be universal

I allpopulations in the world sooner or later will experience
a shift from high to low death and birth rates.
A Currently someountrieshaveconcluded the
transition (e.g. Europe),

A In other countries, thishift is in full swing (e.g. North
Africa and the Middle East)

A While other countries have only recentixperienced
some decline in mortality and fertility (especially Sub
Saharan Africa



Trends In total fertility rate
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Trends In mortality rates
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Population Growth: Rate of natural
INncrease
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Population structureskewed in some
places due to migration
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Ageing In the region

ACNRY mMdpcp 02 Hnmn W ¢
the region increased from 48.7 years to 70.4
years

A Life expectancy is projected to reach 76.9
years in 2042050

A Percentage of the population 60 years or oldel
to reach 17.2% in 2050

A Life expectancy is usually higher among
women (with an average of 5 to 6 years)



Population Ageing

A The tempo, or speed, of the population ageing process
IS differentfor some countries in theegion
ASomeA RSYUAFASR Fa KIFEGAy3
YR Wat2gQ USYLJZa
Pi2A0KAY OGKS WFFA0Q 2N NJF LIAR
Arab Emirates, Tunisia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Morocco, Algeria,
Bahrain, Libya and Lebanon

A Many countriesare also experiencing epidemiological
and health transitions, with nanommunicable
diseases replacing communicable diseases as the
leading causes of morbidity and mortality
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Actual and predicted life expectancy at birth from 1995 to 2025 in the Arab and
Islamic world compared to those in Japan and United Kingdom
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