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The older
generation has
gotten a better

deal than the
younger one!?

Older persons strain
family carers and

deplete social
resources and
pension funds...

“GENERATIONAL
EQUITY“!?




The plight of the younger generation...

- Frustrated emancipation
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Objective: to raise the awareness about
the increasingly important contributions by
the older generation for the younger ones



How?

Information about intergenerational transfers in
Spain and Sweden in various sources on:

—  Time:
caregiving,
voluntary

Famil
Y T work

transfers: — :
Housing

Material
help: —

— Money



Housing transfers:
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¢Papa, me ayudas a emanciparme?

Un millon de jovenes en Espafia, el 65% del total, necesita ayudas familiares
para mantener su propio hogar

ELPAIS,com - Madrid - 19_/10/ 2007

Es una emancipacion a medias, Son jovenes de en torno a treinta afios que han dejado el hogar
familiar pero que dependen de la ayuda de los progenitores para poder llegar a fin de mes. Que si un
dfa se quedan a comer en casa con mama, que si otro le piden que les haga la compra y, de paso, le
dejan a los hijos con los abuelos. Son un millon de jovenes menores de 30%, el 65% del total en
Espafia, segtin un estudio del sindicato UGT de Cataluiia, que ya ha bautizado a este grupo social
como los semiemancipados.

Tres factores combinados son los que impiden que los jovenes puedan prescindir de ese salario
diferido que suministran los padres, segiin el documento: 1.Los salarios basura: el 50% de los
asalariados catalanes de entre 20 y 29 afios ganan un sueldo bruto mensual de 1.000 euros o menos;
2, La precariedad del mercado laboral: la tasa de ocupacion de los menores de 25 afios es 10
puntos porcentuales inferior a la del conjunto de la poblacién catalana; y 3. La dificultad para
acceder a la vivienda: para pagar una vivienda de 75 metros cuadrados de 277.350 eutos, los
jovenes de entre 29 y 30 afios tendrian que destinar su sueldo integro durante 18 afios, segiin el
estudio,

La ayuda que proporcionan los padres suele ser en bienes y servicios que los jovenes tendrian que
pagar en restaurantes, nifieras o servicios de limpieza. Se trata de una contribucion que pude llegar
hasta los 675 euros. Sin ella, el informe ha calculado que un joven de entre 25 y 29 afios tendria que
asignar un 13% de su salario (estimado en 1,378 euros) a estos gastos, En el caso de una pareja de
entre 30 y 34 afios con un hijo (con unos ingresos de 2.578 euros), el monto ascenderfa a un 26%.
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A recession
leads to more
middle-aged
boomerangers

BY LAURA KOSS-FEDER

JENNIFER BLISS WAS NO FLEDG-
ling lawyer when she moved
back in with her parents. At
39, she had burned through
her retirement funds after
losing her law-firm job in
July 2007. She gave the bank
the keys to the home she was
unable to sell in Grand Rapids,
Mich., and last November,
she packed up her two Great
Danes and moved about 60
miles (97 km), to Lansing, to
live with her mother and step-
father. “This has been awful,”
says Bliss, who has sent out
some 600 résumés nationwide
looking for legal work or a
managerial position in anoth-
er field. “I went to law school
to have a solid profession so
thatIwouldn’t windupina
situation like this.”

The term boomerang children
used to refer to young adults

Close quarters To pool resources,
Melissa and John Kreuzer, seated,
live with her folks in San Jose, Calif.
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'Parasite singles' no longer can
afford to live on their own

By NATSUKO FUKUE

Staff writer

In sharp contrast with a decade ago, when working women
who lived with their family were called "parasite singles"
because they wanted to enjoy an affluent lifestyle, young
women now stay at home because they don't have a choice.

According to a recent Cabinet Office survey, they can't
afford to live on their own as the economic downturn is
hitting them just like everyone else.

In the late 1990s, when the phrase "parasite single" was
invented, single working women living at home were
criticized for depending on their parents for daily living
expenses while using their salary for expensive clothes and
overseas trips.

But Shingo Kukimoto, a researcher in the Cabinet Office's
Institute for Research on Household Economies, said young
women now feel insecure about the future because of the
worsening job market. As a result, they are less likely to
take risks and live alone compared with a decade ago, he
said.



....and the material contributions by
the older generation



Financial transfers /Europe/

People aged 65 and over who state they provide help and support to close
persons when they need it

Portugal
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OLDER PEOPLE AS
GIVERS OF MONEY

/Spain/
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... and giving of time: caregiving, volunteering
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OLDER
VOLUNTEERS
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Family solidarity, yes, and increasingly so,

but

Dependence may also create ambivalencies
and aggressions...
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Civil servant sorry for beating parents
By He Dan and Cang Wei (China Daily)

Liao Xiangguang displays a bruise in his arm on Oct
24 after he was beaten by his son Liao Tianye, a
civil servant at the bureau of development and
finance in Shenzhen’s New Guangming district. - A
civil servant in Shenzhen will be the subject of an
internal investigation and a penalty from his
employer even though he apologized to his
parents on Sunday for beating them during family
quarrels.



Similar tendencies, but less
pronounced, in Sweden:

Young people stay longer with their parents,
fewer have dwellings of their own after leaving.

Increasing money transfers to the younger
generation.

More older people are voluntaries and

caregivers; they provide nearly half of all
informal care.



Conclusion

Many (most) older persons are both givers —
and inreasingly so — and recipients of various
types of support. There may be a limit to the

blessings of family solidarity.



